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Issue 4412, April – May 2015 
 

Next club meeting: May 25th 2015, 7:00 pm, West Creek Café, Camp Bowie Blvd 
 

Presidents Corner: by Tom Blakeney 
 
Greetings, fellow Thunderbirds: 
 
The big and rather sad news for this month is that we are no longer able to have our meetings at the West Side Café after 
May 25. Between lower attendance at recent meetings and with only about half the members dining before the meeting, the 
owner has reluctantly had to ask us to find another place to meet. Since the meeting on Monday, May 25 will be our last 
meeting at the West Side Café, please try to make it. We know it is Memorial Day, but let’s all make an effort to be there 
and thank our hosts for the great hospitality over the last 13 years (or about that long). Think of it as a farewell party. 
 
We are considering a number of meeting options, both at places with food and without food. This will be the first item of 
new business discussed at the meeting. We really need your input on our new location. 
 
We have had somewhat fewer club members attending meetings since we missed the Feb meeting due to inclement weather. 
We want to get attendance at meetings back up to where it used to be. What can the club do to get you to meetings 
regularly? Please email me with any ideas, or bring the ideas to the meeting. 
 
A notice has gone out concerning the Corps gate near the 4-way stop. Since the gate at Bear Creek near our field is down (a 
truck ran into it recently), the Corps has asked up to keep their gate near the 4 way stop locked as we go through it. We 
will send out a notice when the Bear creek gate is fixed and we can stop locking the Corps gate. 
 
This coming weekend before our May meeting is one of our club’s most prestigious events: Warbirds over Lake Benbrook 
headed up by Ed Kettler. I have already told work that I am NOT available that weekend! Please try to make it out as this 
event is always a great time. I have a couple of new warbirds ready to go! 
 
At any given time, we have a number of Thunderbirds headed off to events all over north Texas and beyond. I think it 
might be worthwhile to have a note in the newsletter each month about events that various Thunderbirds are headed out to 
participate in, in case other club members might like to come along. The more, the merrier! My upcoming events away 
from our home field will be SMALL Steps in Little Rock, AR on June 4-7 and Warbirds over Texas at the North Dallas 
R/C club field on June 12 and 13. If I could only go out of town to one event a year, it would be SMALL Steps. A fantastic 
group of guys and more plain old flying fun is had there than I have ever seen anywhere else. The event is for smaller 
aircraft: .25 glow or smaller and similar electrics. Multi engines are OK. 
 
We had a safety incident at our field a couple of weeks ago involving an electric aircraft and a reversed throttle on a buddy 
box system. The aircraft unexpectedly ran up to full power in the pits and hit a shelter support and a table. We were 
doubly lucky: the model only went a few feet before being trapped and it was late in the day with only 4-5 people still there 
flying. This was a .25 size electric model with a lot of power on board. 
 
Please STRONGLY consider an arming plug system on larger electric models and a throttle kill switch on every electric 
model. I always arm larger electric models out past the engine run line on the taxiway, well away from the pits, and that is 
a prudent practice that we should all be following. I have a throttle cut switch programmed into my TX for every one of my 
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electric models. The throttle channel will not work until I activate a switch first. If you have any questions about 
programming one of those, please contact me and I will help. 
 
Let’s be careful out there!  

 

Vice Presidents Corner: by Verne ‘Sarge’ Bell 

 

No report. 
 

February Meeting Minutes; by Tab Bowland 
 
No report. 
 

Treasurers Report: by Chris Berardi 

 

Membership 
Type 

Dues Paying 
/ Cost 

AMA 
Membership 

Required 

Voting 
Rights 

Flying 
Privileges 

Gate 
Key 

Individual Y / $100* Y Y Y Y 
Club officers are not required to pay 
 membership dues. $50 after July 1st for  
Non-renewing members  only. 

Family Y / $110* Y Y* Y Y* 

$10 additional for each family member.  
Family members cannot vote, cannot hold  
Elected position.  Family members are   
18 years and younger  residing in the same  
household as the Individual member. 
1 key provided, additional keys at cost. 

Associate Y / $50 N* N N* Y 
Flying privileges are extended with an AMA 
 membership. Must live greater than 50 miles  
radius from flying site for flying privileges. 

Life N N* Y N* Y 
If exercising flying privileges then AMA  
membership required. 

Honorary N N* N N* N 

If exercising flying privileges then AMA  
membership required. The club has not  
established an expiry for this membership 
 in the bylaws. 

Voluntary 
Service 

N Y Y Y Y 
Individual Member with dues forgiven in  
exchange for club service.  A minimum of a 
monthly recurring service required to qualify. 

 
You’ve probably heard the American Express tagline of 
some years ago, “Membership has its privileges.” It is a 
fact that being a member of an organization bestows 
certain rights or privileges, and our organization is no 
different. Our membership is the lifeblood of the club - our 
strength in numbers, like ants in a colony, membership 
allows us the ability to organize, build and maintain our 
world class flying facility. A single individual could only 
achieve this if they had a lifetime to devote to it - but as a 
collective and with the coordination of our skilled club 
members we can make enormous developments in short 
periods of time. As individuals, we bring a diverse set of 
expertise and experience to bear on any goal or 
opportunity when we work together. This binding of skill 
sets is made possible by the simple act of becoming a 

member. 
 
In the table included with this article, I’ve summarized the 
Thunderbird memberships as an “at a glance” reference. 
The paid memberships are the ones that you would find on 
the club’s web site (www.fwthunderbirds.org). We have a 
variety of different memberships available that vary 
according to cost with each having slightly different rights 
and privileges. New and renewing members can select the 
one that suits them best.  
 
The Individual membership forms the core of our club. 
The mass renewal of Individual members is what keeps the 
club afloat and able to perform operationally. All the 
maintenance, equipment, consumables and lease are 
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provided for during the course of the year with your paid 
membership - and of course, with your donated time and 
effort. For your $100 you get to fly at one of the premier 
flying sites in the nation, at a club with a storied history, 
with members that are national figures in their disciplines. 
Our club members have pioneered all aspects of our hobby 
from aircraft and radio design and production, racing, 
scale, aerobatics and even publishing and politics. One last 
point, if you are a brand new member to the club (having 
never been a member before), and you are joining after 
July 1st, your initial membership dues are half ($50). 
 
The Family membership is a derivative of the Individual 
membership. It was established 10 plus years ago to draw 
family members into the hobby and to encourage older 
family members to become full Individual members. The 
AMA will automatically renew the AMA cards/licenses of 
“Full Open” members through their 18th year - so that 
coincides nicely with our own Family membership rules. 
 
An Associate membership is essentially two different 
memberships in one. The first is designed for the member 
who wants to stay in touch with the club, perhaps enjoying 
social events and being kept informed of operations. This 
membership is non-flying and there is no geographic 
requirement to join as a social member. The second variety 
enjoys flying privileges but must live in excess of 50 miles 
from the flying field. Generally speaking, these members 
live an impractical distance from the flying site for regular 
flying thus this membership allows them to fly whenever 
they are in town. For example, we have several members 
that live in different states and they opt for the Associate 
membership at a 50% discount. What is more surprising is 
that we have out of state members that continue to pay the 
full Individual membership; we thank them for their 
generosity. Please note, that regardless of the membership 
selected, flying privileges require a current AMA license. 
 
Life membership is a category that was established to 
honor those that have made significant contributions to our 
organization. The generally accepted concept is that these 
members have contributed to the club over extended 
periods of time and the club has sought to reward their 
effort. Life members have all rights and privileges of 
Individual members though they do not require a current 
AMA license unless they choose to exercise their right to fly 
at the field. Interestingly, the club has previously awarded 
“Associate” and “Honorary” life memberships. While there 
is an Honorary membership, the category of Associate Life 
membership is not covered in the bylaws. I guess we’ll have 

to discuss that item and re-categorize two members.  
 
An Honorary membership is a life membership without 
any rights or privileges. For example, we have Joe Bridi as 
an Honorary member. This membership is a way of the 
club bestowing recognition for service or association with 
the hobby or our club. Did you know that Kay Grainger is 
an Honorary Thunderbird member? Although not stated 
in the bylaws, it appears that Honorary membership is 
lifelong. One important point to note for this membership 
is that it is not reported to the AMA - only members with 
current AMA licenses are reported to the AMA and the 
same would also be true for Life members not in possession 
of a current AMA card. 
 
Our Voluntary Service membership is essentially our “gift” 
membership. The club officers determine the award of 
these memberships and often they are made to members 
who are performing regular work for the club. As an 
example, the club field needs continuous care and 
maintenance - without the “mowing crew” we would be 
fighting knee high grass, ants, ruts, and unswept paved 
areas. There are just a handful of these personnel and the 
club expresses its gratitude with an award of a 
membership. And yet, some of these work horses continue 
to pay their Individual member dues: a big thank you for 
your generous support! 
 
As a point of interest, you will find on the club website, 
when paying via PayPal, that there is a Junior 
membership. I’m not sure how this came about as it is not 
documented in the bylaws and does not correspond to a 
memberships offered by the AMA. We’ll probably have to 
discuss this at a club meeting - come along and be part of 
the discussion. 
 
In the table below, I’ve summarized the current 
membership counts as of May 10th. I hope you have 
enjoyed this short dive into what our memberships are. If 
you have any questions or comments, don’t hesitate to let 
me know. Happy flying! 
 

2015 Membership Total: 168 

Individual 126 

Family 19 

Associate 3 

Life 11 

Honorary 7 

Voluntary Service 2 

 
Boy Scout Jamboree 
 
Casualty of Scout Jamboree.  Pilot Error due to failure to observe the cardinal rule to never take your eyes off your 
airplane when flying, especially when you’re on short final to a short field surrounded by tall trees.  
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ME410 Project: by Ed Kettler 
 
Chapter 1 

The Messerschmitt 410 was a twin engine schnellbomber (fast bomber) and Zerstrorer (destroyer or heavy fighter) that 

developed as a replacement for the Me-110. In between was the disastrous Me-210 which had all of the vices a plane 

could have. One test pilot commented that the 210 was a two handed plane, one on the control stick and the other on 

the ripcord.  The 410 had a different wing design with leading edge slats and a longer tail section which greatly 

improved stability. Many of the early 410s were rebuilt 210s. 1160 were built. Two of these planes exist today: one at 

RAF Cosford in the English Midlands and the other at the Smithsonian restoration facility. 

This is my first plans built plane that is balsa wood and light play. I built and designed a lot of scale combat planes 

which were blue foam, but this is my biggest build to date. My current favorite plane is my P-47 Thunderbolt which 

was an ARC that I converted to an early D model with a razorback. Like the P-47, this will be a “learning experience” 

for me as I develop new skills. 

The plans are by Tony Lewis of dynamic-rc.com, and were a free download at 

the time. They are 1/6
th
 scale, same as my P-47, and have 110” wing span. The 

parts were cut by Laser Design Services over in Rockwall and overall the parts 

quality is excellent with only a few minor issues that are easily fixed.   

I have already made some changes to the original plans to match my tastes and 

improve scale features. The first was animating the side gun sponsons. The 

majority of German planes had 7.92mm flexible mounts for defensive guns, 

but the Me-210 and 410 had remotely controlled 13mm MG-131 machine 

guns in sponsons on the fuselage sides. I did a mockup of the installation, and 

the train and elevation will be driven off the rudder and elevator channels. 

This involved a bit of re-engineering the side keels to transfer the loads around 

the pivot points because I had to cut the ½” x ¼” keels to recess the sponsor 

rotating mechanism. The rotating mechanism is built up out of a 1/8” light ply 

base with layers of balsa that will be contoured to match the fuselage sheeting 

before final assembly. What I did was scale up a drawing to 1/6
th
 and then 

used it as a pattern to cut balsa. There are a lot of parts and pieces that make 

up the sponson.  

The next area of redesign were the flaps. The original design is … well … 

basic. The following picture shows the original design with the blunt leading 

edge and then the redesigned view. The flap hinge arms are made out of 1/6” 

G10 fiberglass sheet, and a piece of piano wire is snaked through the four 

arms. A piece of Sullivan yellow cable sheathing guides the wire.  
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I will also be trying to hide the control horns as well to make a cleaner looking implementation. For those who want to 

follow along in RCScalebuilder I have a build thread going there with more details. I got started in November, and got 

the wing framed up while I was on Christmas vacation. I got to a point where I had to wait for my Robart retracts so I 

framed up the fuselage in January/February.  

Oh, I forgot to mention the planned power system. It is designed for two DLE30s, but this will be electric with two 

Rimfire 1.80s using a 12S battery pack. The system should deliver 2500 amps per side normal, approximately 3.5 

horsepower each. The estimated weight on the plans is 40 pounds and it has 1,560 square inches of wing area. 

More next month! 

Texas Wings Big Bird Fly-In:   

Photos from the Texas Wings Big Bird Fly-in. There were a lot of 3-D type aircraft and were flying continuously. The 
conditions were good, sunny, and a South wind @ 10 to 15 MPH.  Great day for flying. 

Winter Project: by John Whatley 

I flew a PT-19 & PT-23 (a 19 with an air cooled engine 
from a tank) in air show formation-demonstration flights 
for the CAF for many hours. I loved the way the plane 
flew; it was a very dynamically stable airplane. I wanted to 
find a model that was as identical to the true sized aircraft 
as I could. The Seagull, 120 size model fit that description 
as well as any I could find. Only one problem, the model 
was no longer being manufactured. I tried all the suppliers 
I could find and nothing. Then I went to RC Universe and 
put in a wanted advertisement. After a few weeks I got an 
answer from a fellow “Grizzly” who said he had one that 
was “NIB”. What the hell is a NIB airplane? I replied to 
him and was told the plane was “New In the Box”. We 

worked out the details and I received the aircraft on 
January 7th 2015 and began the building process. Here I 
would like to say that I was unsure about ordering a plane 
through RC Universe, however the plane was as 
represented, totally complete, including all hardware and 
detail parts. I had talked to several Thunderbird Club 
members about engines and decided on the Saito 125 with 
which to power the model (cost less than an OS and was 
lighter).  
Thanks for helping me Terry Thorpe, Elwood “Woody” 
Lake and Ken Knotts. A special thanks goes to “Grizzly”, 
in Minnesota, for the kit and for having accurately 
described what was “NIB”.  
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Training: by Ken Knotts 

Do you remember your first training sessions?  Many of us learned to fly by passing the transmitter back and forth 
between the trainer and student.  The addition of the “buddy box” has made training much easier.  Just release the button 
or, on some radios, move the stick and the trainer takes control.  Much better for the student and trainer pilot. 
Nothing to training, right?  Well not so fast.  Training can sometimes be a real challenge.  Some students learn very quickly 
and others take considerably longer to get the feel. 
 
Ground School: 
A good ground school lesson can make training much easier.  Always emphasize safety and the field rules in ground school.  
If the student understands how the controls move and how it affects the aircraft, they can learn to fly more quickly.  With 
the radio on and the airplane on the ground say “Make the airplane roll to the left” and watch how they move the stick.  It 
is amazing how many new students will push the stick forward when you ask them to make the airplane go up.  Continue 
this lesson until they understand. 
 
Take It: 
When do you take control of the airplane from the student?  If you wait too long the airplane will crash.  If you take control 
too soon, the student doesn’t learn how to correct their mistakes and they will have to learn that at some point.  Of course it 
will depend on their experience and your confidence in their ability.  It is still better to be too quick than too late.  Ouch! 
 
Level Wings: 
The biggest challenge for most new comers is to learn to fly the airplane on the upwind side and level the wings.  I use the 
“move the stick to the low wing to prop it up” when the plane is flying toward the student.  It takes a while to accomplish 
this so the wings can be leveled without have to think which way to move the aileron.  This step must become almost 
natural before landing training can begin.  I also like to have them do some loops and rolls to keep flying interesting. 
 
Turns: 
Turns seem so easy when you see seasoned pilots make graceful, level turns.  Students soon learn that it is not so easy.  It 
seems to be unnatural to bring the aileron stick back to neutral before pulling back on the stick.  Before moving to the next 
step, make sure they can make the turn and maintain altitude.  With our prevailing south wind, left turns soon become 
natural.  How about right turns?  Practice right turns without flying into other aircraft in the pattern so they can turn right 
as well. 
 
Takeoff: 
Before taking off, I like to have the student taxi the plane down the runway and back.  This will get them used to moving 
the stick the opposite direction when driving at them.  I also like to have them takeoff down the center of the runway even 
in a crosswind.  You must also warn them about taking off too steeply and stalling the airplane. 
 
Landing: 
Landing is the hardest part of flying model airplanes and it is also the hardest to teach.  In my experience, students will fly 
the plane into the ground without any flair or leveling.  Some teach students to get the airplane to about one foot above the 
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ground at idle and keep it there as long as possible.  The plane will then gently glide to earth.  Be sure they can keep the 
wings level before attempting to train for landing. 
 
Solo: 
That is our goal and the student’s goal.  I heard that a 
retired fighter pilot was about to solo and said “I have been 
shot at by rockets as long as a car and I didn’t shake this 
bad”.  True or not, it shows how scary the solo flight can 
be.  Reassure them and help build their confidence.  It 
helps. 
I believe students should train with different pilots.  
Everyone’s technique is different and may click better on 
some aspects than others.  I like to see new pilots learn and 
make progress.  It is really fulfilling to see them solo 
successfully and most of the time the grin is ear to ear. 
(sometimes there are exceptions) 
 

 
 

New Solo Pilot 

 

Thunderbird Spring SPA: by Gary Alphin 
 
Beautiful weather with a bright sun shining greeted the pilots attending the spring SPA contest held on April 25, 2015.  Of 

course the sun was directly in the eyes of the pilots most of the morning.  There were 26 pilots who flew including some first 

time ever pattern flyers and one who is getting back into flying pattern. 
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It seems there is always something to overcome at a contest.  It was a west wind blowing up 18 MPH with gust to 23 

and blowing the airplanes out from the runway and some of them way out.  It was neat to see how much some of them 

yawed on landing. 

Running two flight lines and keeping someone flying most all the time we were able to get 

5 rounds in.  There were a lot of tired bodies that went to the Mexican restaurant after the 

contest. 

 

Each class from Intro to Expert had at least 3 pilots competing for prizes.  Advanced 

class had 8 pilots with 3 different ones winning a round.  Mark Ehlers took first with 

Tony Stelly in second and Tim Reed third. 

Sportsman had 6 pilots with Bobby Zikes taking first with a 

pretty black and white Trouble Maker. Fourteen year old Grant Schroeder won the last 

round and took second followed by thirteen year old Logan Higby.  It is really good to see the 

young guys competing and doing very well. 

Novice class had 5 pilots with first time SPA competitor Benny 

Throne won with Novice Points Champion Gerry Stanford was 

right on his heels with less than 6 points separating first and 

second.  Kansas native Scott Murry took third. 

 

Frank Cox took the Intro class flying a really nice yellow Super Kaos with Dennis Niles took 

second followed by first time pattern pilot Mark Wheeler who had some bad luck when his 

engine flamed out and the nose gear was 

broken on the deadstick landing.  Frank also 

won the ARF Intruder raffle prize. 

Expert class had a real shootout between winner Pat Ensign and Bill 

Rutledge with Pat taking first place.  Pat flew a Curare (second in picture) 

kit that is really fast and Bill flew his Intruder (first airplane in picture) 

with .91 four stroke engine slow and smooth.  Long time pattern pilot Bob 

Redmon who had retired from flying 

is back in the hunt and flew an 

electric Compensator (third airplane 

in picture) to third place.  Welcome 

back to pattern flying Bob. 

As always, we need thank all those who helped make the contest a success.  They 

include field preparation, registration, score entry, cooks and servers, score sheet 

runners, flight boss and set-up and take-down of all the equipment.  Thanks guys 

and gals, we really appreciate you. 

 
 
 
 

Mark Ehlers 

Logan Higby and Gary Nelson 

Benny Throne 

Pat Ensign 
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SAFETY CORNER 
 

District VIII Associate Vice President Jim Rice wrote an article in the May issue of Model Aviation concerning field 
safety inspections and I thought it was very appropriate for this time of year at hundreds of Model Airplane flying 
fields. As your Safety Coordinator and a participant of the field maintenance and mowing team, I have had numerous 
opportunities to inspect the runway and other facilities. I have visited only a couple of other club sites, so I will not 
attempt to make a comparison. As a retired Air Force Veteran I have however, performed probably thousands of 
Foreign Object Damage (FOD) walks and inspections, and I feel that the Fort Worth Thunderbird scale model aircraft 
field is in really good shape. But, there is always room for improvement, so please bring any items of   concern to me or 
any of the club officers for discussion and or resolution. Our grass runway appears to be getting smoother, so let’s hope 
the rain does not set us back on that. Fly safe and keep your wing-man in sight. 
 

Mel Wells 
Safety Coordinator 
safetycoordinator@fwthunderbirds.org 

 
   Members Projects 

 

Woody’s ¼ Scale Sig Cub. Built by Bob Hoover featuring an on-board glow system, fully detailed cockpit, two batteries, 
regulator, and more scale amminities than I can begin to memtion. Can you say Texas Scale Masters Qualifier? 

THUNDERBIRDS EVENTS 

                     

 

Warbird Fly-in 23 May Pylon Race 30 May 
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THUNDERBIRD 2015 CALENDAR 
 

DATE   EVENT     POINT OF CONTACT 
 

May 23   Warbirds     Ed Kettler CD 
May 30    Pylon Race      Gary James CD 
June   Old Farts      T.B.D. 
July 4.    Club fun fly     Club Officers 
August 1   Summer float fly     CD to be announced 
August 15    National Model Aviation Day   CD Ed Kettler 
September 26-27    S.P.A.       CD Ken Knotts 
October 2-4   SAB Goblin Bash     CD Will Campbell 
October 10   C.P.A.       CD Tim Reed 
November 7   Texas Electric fun fly     CD Tom Blakeney 
November    21 Pylon Race      CD Gary James, Verne Bell 
November 28   Toy for Tots     Coordinator Steve Ehlers 
December   Thunderbird Christmas Party   Club Officers 
    

www.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.org 

 

President:  Tom Blakeney 

E-Mail: tomblakeney28682@ 

               yahoo.com 

Vice President:  Verne Bell 
E-Mail: vernebbell2@aim.com 
 

Secretary:  Tab Bowland 
E-Mail: tbirds197@yahoo.com 

 
Treasurer:  Chris Berardi        

E-Mail: mikadopilot@gmail.com 
Safety Officer: Mel Wells               

E-Mail: malekat@sbcglobal.net   
Pilot’s Log:  Woody Lake                       

E-Mail: at6pilot@att.net                                   

 

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTIZERS 
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$3.00 OFF 
Full Service Oil 

Change for 

Fort Worth 

Thunderbirds 

Len and Debbie invite you to receive: 
 

$3.00 Off a Full Service Oil Change including Oil, Lube    
and Filter. 
Complete Fluid Top Off, Check Tire Pressure and Vacuum 
Interior + 16 point inspection. 

 
 

 

 

 

2850 Fort Worth Highway 

Hudson Oaks, TX 76087 

(817) 594-2602 

 
 Coupons must be presented at time of service.  Offers   

cannot be combined with any other offer. One coupon 

per visit. 
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2015 TEXAS SCALE CHAMPIONSHIPS SCALE MASTERS QUALIFER 

June 6-7 

TIME TO GET READY  

 
Come on out and enjoy the day, enjoy the contest, 
enjoy the planes, flying and pilots but the best is 
YOU can enter and fly. 
 
Categories for every level of scale. Last year saw a 
great turn out for the Texas Championship and we 
are hoping to surpass that this year.    
 
On any given day at the Thunderbirds field it is not 
unusual to see almost 85-90% Scale planes in the pits.  
Next time you’re at the field, take a look around, we 
have everything from civilian, aerobatic to military. 
If you’re reading this you probably have at least 
ONE scale plane in your stable.   
 
Your probably asking “What do you want from me”   
Well, we want YOU to come out this summer and 
play with us.  The Scale Masters rules this year are 
making it easier than ever to your first AMA SCALE 
contest in all of Texas, Louisiana, Oklahoma and 
Arkansas.    
 
Pro-Am Pro and Pro-Am Sportsman will be divided 
into Military Class and Civilian Class. Better chance 
at a TROPHY 
 
This year the classes are, Expert, Team, Advanced, 
Pro-Am Pro, Pro-Am Sportsman. If you have never 
entered an AMA Scale Contest before you should 
enter this one.  If you’re a total rookie, we even let 
you have some help on the flight line with a pilot 
assistant to help you out. We will be there to help you 

fill out your list of maneuvers and give you help in 
the pits and on the flight line.  We make it SOOOO 
easy you can’t miss.  So let this be the summer you 
bring home your first AMA Scale Trophy 
I am not going over Expert, Advanced and Team 
because if your entering one of these you probably 
have already competed in a scale contest and know 
the rules already/ 
 
But if your wanting to just come out enjoy the day 
and take home a trophy read on and if you have 
questions ASK==we want you to come play with us/ 
 
Let’s take them one at a time and see which one fits 
you the best.  
ProAm/Pro: ARF’s are allowed. This category is 

available as an entry-level class for new and developing 

scale competitors. Contestants may enter the 

ProAm/Pro category provided they have not previously 

competed in Expert, Team Scale, or Advanced. This 

category does not enforce the Builder of Model (BOM) 

rule and includes purchased, modeler-built or factory-

built scale models including ARF/ARC (almost ready 

to fly/cover).  
 
To obtain a “static” score a ProAm/Pro contestant 
would provide some form of documentation proving 
that his/her entry is an example of a full size man 
carrying aircraft. Documented evidence will 
automatically 5 points for static without any judging 
of the subject aircraft. If there is no documentation, 
the static score will be zero.  
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ProAm/Sportsman: ARF’s are allowed. This category 
is available as a novice class. Contestants may enter 
ProAm/Sportsman provided they have not previously 
competed at any level other than USSMA 
ProAm/Sportsman, AMA Fun Scale Novice or any 
other scale R/C contest above the novice level. To 
obtain a “static” score a ProAm/Sportsman 
contestant would provide some form of 
documentation proving that his/her entry is an 
example of a full size man carrying aircraft. 
Documented evidence will automatically score 5 
points 
 
So you say what TRICKY SCALE flying do I have to 
do.  This where we separate the men from the boys, 
you must perform 5 extremely Difficult maneuvers. 
They are: 
Take Off 
Fly by--straight line down the runway between 10 
and 20 ft high 
Figure 8—draw an 8 in the air 
Landing  
Realism in flight—did it look like a real plane flying 
around 
Then you pick 5 other maneuvers that you like to do; 
loop, roll anything the real plane would do. 
THAT IS IT!!!   You do that every time you fly. 
Give one of us a call WE WILL HELP YOU ANY 
WAY WE CAN. 

You will get a free lunch, be eligible for the drawings 
and hopefully earn a place in Texas Scale history.   
 
This year we will be having a Texas Scale 
Championship- golf shirt with a pocket. Price is 
$19.00  

 
 
Every year several guys come to the event and want 
to buy a shirt, BUT, you can only get one by PRE-
ordering.   These shirts are one of a kind and cannot 
be purchased after the initial and only order so give 
me a call and order your shirt now.   Order your 
shirt NOW 
Lawrence Harville 
817-781-9615 

  

          

     

 


